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Trad(e)ition - a single concept composed of
two: trade & tradition - is the lens through
which we think this year's Diver Festival. The
concept reveals the “economy of fradition” in
which tradition is no longer a static, ready-made
identity, but rather a dynamic exchange market,
a performance of the manifold of items that
make up our lives in the dawn of this millennium.
It is a movement in an infinite chain of cultural
associations in which we are sometimes lost,
sometimes surprisingly free.

Underpinning the concept of trad(e)ition is the
suggestion that tradition is always amenable to
political appropriation, its significance always
open to transactional exchanges. The fluctuations
in the value of tradition allow for processes of
construction,  destruction, development and
preservation. When we think of tradition as
something which always already involves an
economic calculation, we are in effect re-evaluating
our identities. These identities are themselves the
motions and transitions between religiosity and
secularism, folklore and art, East and West.

The concept of trad(e)ition reshuffles the cards
and sets us free from the chains of a “natural and
autonomous identity”, in which we all too often
find ourselves. Tradition is no longer a sacred
artefact or prerogative of the past; it floats back
and forth in the stock market of identities. We
cannot but deal info the game and place bets
on fradition's ever-changing currencies in the
fluctuating markets of politics and art. By tying
fradition fo economy in this manner, we do not
mean to condemn either one. On the confrary!
The thought of trad(e)ition is an invitation to take
part in this economy, to be always in the act of
becoming-tradition, to convey and commit to its
movements, or, conversely, fo subvert and disrupt
them.

Our flagship project this year is thus: “Diving Inbal".
Since its foundation in 1949, the Inbal Dance
Company has invited us fo participate in the
intricate trad(e)ition of a multi-ethnic and mulfti-
cultural Israel, long before these terms have
become so fashionable. With Inbal we will dive
into the stock market of Israeli identity, which
has excluded, and erased Mizarchi culture,
sometimes by confining it to a frozen tradition, a
so-called "folklore" that belongs to the past and
must remain there. We shall deploy the thought
of trad(e)ition in order o relocate Mizrachi dance
within a contemporary field of possibilities and
movements. It seems that the contemporary is
de facto trad(e)itional.

Beyond this project of critical inspection, we
wish to rekindle a passion for making art for
which trad(e)ition is an explicit medium, one
that utters the violent and gentle movements of
our identity. In Israel of the present day, and far
beyond it, this is nothing short of an imperative.
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A discussion about the relationship of Music and

Dance with choreographer May Zarhy
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